After a long hot summer, fall finally arrives

like a welcome friend. It brings with it the opportunity to get out once again in nature, visit
new places, and enjoy outdoor activities. Put
on your comfy shoes, we’re going to explore
some of my favorite hill country offerings!
Idyllic and laid back Wimberley
is home to century old cypress trees, Mount
Baldy and The Devil's Backbone, and offers a
perfect retreat for an autumn day. Blue Hole
Park is a great place for a fall picnic, a short
hike, and for kids to play on the playground
and shoot hoops. Head to the visitors center
afterwards to pick up a copy of the Boot Trail.
Wimberley has 50 large boots hidden around
town, and visitors love finding them and taking photos. New on the restaurant scene in
town is The Back Porch, where Chef Jay is
serving up his mouth watering barbecue along
Cypress Creek. This is a great place to dine
while enjoying all that nature has to offer!
Autumn brings with it the perfect
temperatures to visit Gruene. You’ll love this
former cotton gin town. It suffered the hardships of fire, the boll weevil and The Great
Depression, and was shuttered until an architectural student stumbled upon it in 1974 and
began the chain of events that put it on the National Register of Historic Places.
Today it’s a thriving and charming
community with quaint shops and restaurants,
and of course Texas’ oldest dance hall, Gruene
Hall. Performances are still going strong at
Gruene Hall, so bring your boots and enjoy
a drink and a two-step with your partner.
Gruene will be be hosting their annual Music and Wine Festival October 6th - 9th. This
event will include live music, wine and beer
tastings, local flavors, and unique handcrafted items. Also, be sure to check out Gruene
Lake Village -- this newer area is home to The
Gruene Door Restaurant, several good boutiques, a wine bar, a cigar lounge, and a martini
lounge.

Neighboring New Braunfels has a
lot to offer for the season, but perhaps none
are quite as anticipated as Wurstfest which is
held November 4th - 13th with plenty of authentic German fare, beer, and live music. If
the chicken dance isn’t quite your thing, take
a drive through the Natural Bridge Wildlife
Ranch. Kids love this place and will make
plenty of four legged friends that come right
up to the car window.
Also, Landa Park offers a beautiful
setting where families can picnic or grill, hike,
and toss a frisbee around. Be sure to check out
Texas’ oldest bakery, Naegelin's. They’ve been
operating since 1868 and still use the original
family recipes. Try their Lebkuche or apple
strudel.
Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall, I truly
love them all! But there is something magical about fall's arrival after a long hot Texas
summer. Enjoy getting reaquainted with the
beautiful scenery that Texas Hill Country has
to offer!
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