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Jil Utterback
Great New Recipes from the Dinner Belle
Fall is with us Jil Utterback, the Dinner Belle, has three new recipes 
that will tickle the taste buds: White Bean & Portabella Stew, 
Sweet & Spicy Sriracha Carrot Humus and Portabella Mushroom 
Burgers with Red Pepper Mayonnaise. This is how to spell yummy!

Kathleen Hudson
Betty Soo
Kathleen has found yet another up-and-coming songwriter 
in her travels - Heather Little. Heather has been on the edges of 
the Texas music community for some time and has now stepped 
into the spotlight. co-writing with Miranda Lambert and Kacey 
Musgraves. Read more about what's coming up this Fall . . .
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Carlotta Schmittgen
Texas Swimmer in Rio

Texas athlete Katie Meili showed her athletic prowess in Rio this 
summer fulfilling a life-long dream to compete on the world stage. 
In the finals, Katie was edged out nineteenth hundreds of a second 
by silver medalist, Yulia Efimova.  The Russian had previously 
failed two drug tests so Efimova's silver medal may be a bit 
tarnished. Carlotta has the whole back story . . .

Joe Herring 
Tivy Fight Never Dies 

In 1911 Tivy football fight was born.  Although Tivy High School 
and been around for years, "Prior to this time baseball was the 

principal sport and when school started in September the boys 
started baseball and played until the weather became too cold."

Jill McGuckin 
Bob Wills Fiddle Festival & Contest

Texas is famous for a lot of things and Texas Country Swing has to 
be near the top of the list. Texas twin fiddles, along with a sizable 

band playing country music in a swing genre swept the nation and 
the group to credit for this new sound is Bob Wills & his Texas 

Playboys.   Quit fiddlin' around and visit Greenville Oct. 6-9, 2016 
to get an earful of some of the best fiddlin' in Texas.

Phil Houseal 
Place in Pontotoc

"T.J. Smith wanted to put the “show” back into show business. So 
when Smith and his wife, Maria, opened the doors to TJ’s Dinner 
Show in Fredericksburg, the first thing they did was implement a 

dress code." Putting on the Ritz is part of the atmosphere T.J. and 
his wife Maria hope to deliver to audiences looking for fast-paced 

family-friendly entertainment. Phil has the whole scoop on T.J.'s 
new dinner shows that are garnering great reviews. 

Mary Allyce
"Fall-ing" into Place

Mary Allyce loves Fall for all the right reasons. When the 
temperature drops, bringing a bit of frost to the mornings 

and colors to the trees,  that special feeling of anticipation and 
optimism  is in the air so thickly you could cut it with a knife. 
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banderageneralstore.com

Western Gifts, Sauces/Salsa/Jams 
& Texas Gourmet Foods



Heart Beat would like to congratulate Sam Kindrick for 41 great years of publishing.
Everyone is someone in Action!
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Sandy & Ernie Dykstra (830) 459-4142
Glenn Modgling (830) 459-4144

Shop (830) 995-2977
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723 front st
comfort, tx 78013
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CHRISTMAS INComfort
November  26th 2016



joeherringjr.blogspot.com
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Jan Wilkinson, a Facebook friend and descen-
dent of Joshua Brown (the founder of Kerrville) 
emailed me an article from the September 26, 
1957 issue of the Kerrville Times, written by E. T. 
Butt, who was himself a member of an interesting 
Kerrville family.
 "Football came to Tivy in the fall of 
1911," the page one article begins. "Prior to this 
time baseball was the principal sport and when 
school started in September the boys started base-
ball and played until the weather became too cold.
"In the summer of 1911, Professor Alvin Dille . . . 
was elected head of the Kerrville Schools. When 
school started in September, one of the first things 
he did was call all of the older boys together and 
to say, 'Boys, we are going to organize a Tivy Foot-
ball Team. Who wants to try out for the team?'
 "Of course, almost all of the boys were 
interested, although there was not a boy who had 
played football before and but few of them had 
even seen a game. There were a very few hold-
backs, however, for nearly every boy who wore 
'long breeches' tried out and there were about 
twenty on the first squad."
 "Professor Dille taught the boys the 
fundamentals of the game. The team worked from 
a straight T formation. Only simple plays were 
used -- such as end runs, 'line bucks,' and forward 
passing.
 "We had one or two so called trick plays. 
One was the criss-cross in which the quarterback 
gave the ball to one end and he gave it to the other 
end coming from the opposite direction. It was 
slow, though, and we never gained much with it.
"The Tivy boys had no uniforms, but wore old 
baseball uniforms or caps, old sweaters, or 
anything they had. A few of them got hold of 
old pieces of football equipment," Butt wrote. 
"I acquired a nose guard somewhere and it was 
responsible for the only touchdown we scored that 
season.

 "The town team was punting and 
I broke through the line and the ball hit 
my nose guard and bounced back over the 
kicker's head and over their goal line, and 
Lewis Moore, a Tivy end, fell on it for a 
touchdown.
 "The regulars on Tivy's first 
[football] team were Bob Horne and Lewis 
Moore, ends; Alex Dietert and Gene Butt, 
tackles; Claud Denton and Harry Dietert, 
guards; Eric Beecroft, center; Earl Garrett, 
quarterback; John Williams, right halfback; 
Remus Kelly, left halfback; and Tate Hodges, 
fullback. On the squad were Alois Remschel, 
Dan Auld, Payne Williamson, Jack Pearson, 
and others I do not recall."
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IN THE 
PLAZA DEL SOL SHOPPING CENTER.

12111 RANCH RD. 
12 STE.104 A

WIMBERLEY, TX

HOG POUND PUB & GRUB 
INDOOR/OUTDOOR SEATING.
COME LOUNGE AND RELAX. 
PLENTY OF PARKING! 

RIDE MORE, WHINE LESS

comfortcandlecompany.com
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LUNCH
Tues-Sat. 11am-2pm

HOURS
Tues.-Fri. 7am-3pm

Sat. 8am-3pm
Sun. 8am-1pm

CClosed Monday’s and Major Holiday’s

1210 Hackberry St, Bandera, TX 78003

(830) 328-5088
NEW OWNERSHIP!!

SANDWICHES
SALADS
WRAPS

CAKES
COOKIES

PIES

DONUTS
PASTRIES
KOLACHES

FRESH
ARTISAN
BREADS

(Country Sweets Bakery is brought to you by:
Two Sisters who want to bring a little sweetness into your Life)
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Groceries

Fuel

Tobacco

Ice

Lotto

Novelties

Get your official Get your official 
Old Timer gear

Where the Ride Begins ...
When you are touring the Hill Country step back in time 
and visit our small, but fully stocked grocery store! Not 
only are we where The Three Sisters Loop begins, but 
we have supplies for all your Hill Country adventures 
whether you’re hunting, fishing, swimming, hiking or 
just in need of a quick break.  Now serving up good eats 
at The Old Timer’s Rusty Dawg Weenie Wagon!

14178 State Hwy 16N, Medina, TX 78055 • 830-589-2226 • Facebook: The Old Timer Medina TX
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WWW.UDTSEAL.ORG

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE WIDOWS & CHILDREN
OF FALLEN SEAL-SWCC WARRIORS -- DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

For More Info, Contact: Fred (Doc) Cox: fmdoccox@hotmail.com (301) 751-4327

RIDE GOES ON RAIN OR SHINE!!
2-WHEEL, 3-WHEEL, 4-WHEEL RIDERS ALL WELCOME

A COMMEMORATIVE T-SHIRT WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Location: 11th Street Cowboy Bar, 

Bandera, Texas (start/End)

Special Guest

Command Master Chief

and Survivor Competitor 

Rudy Boesch

lIVE Music! Dancing! 
Live auction!

bAR-b-q! 
SPECIAL GUEST

LAST SURVIVOR OF WWII CLASS 1

 BILL DAWSON
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The Hill Country Arts Foundation has been 
at home along the banks of the Guadalupe and 
Johnson Creek intersection. Where waters meet, 
so do the arts. The foundation was first created 
by like-minded art enthusiasts who wanted a 
place to create, learn and inspire.  Today  the 
HCAF has four art studios, a ceramic lab, press 
studio and the Duncan-McAshan Visual Arts 
Gallery. Once a year in July the HCAF opens 
the classrooms and gallery up to four weeks of 
art camp for young artists, ages 4 and up. 
 Summer Arts Camp is broken up in 
to four age groups and also offers theater arts 
as well. Classes are intimate with a maximum 
number of 12 students. The “young artists 
enjoy fun and exciting creative activities using 
a wide variety of media, empowering them to 
recognize the importance of art across cultures 
and in everyday living.” Students are given 
several individual projects as well as one group 
project. Each camp session comes to an end 
with a gallery exhibit of all of the young artists 
work as well as a group project in The Duncan-
McAshan Visual Arts Gallery.
 The most important detail of the 
camp is the happiness art brings to all the 
children. The HCAF teachers have a wide range 
of art & teaching backgrounds and kids are 
given tactile experiences with anything from 
paint to wool to paper. The collaborative pieces 
are a culmination of group effort. Every year 
the HCAF Summer Arts Program helps to raise 
money with the collaborative pieces to help 
bring in students who need assistance so that 
no one in the community is left out!
 In addition, young artists come to 
HCAF aren’t just local. The program has been 
host to students visiting from other states 
making the HCAF Summer Arts Program one 
of the more sought after programs for children. 

Juried Art Show Winners
Photos by Greg Forest

Hill Country Arts Foundation
120 Point Theatre Road
Ingram, Texas 78025
Phone: (830) 367 5121
HCAF’s Ducan-McAshan Art Gallery
Phone: (830) 367 5120

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday – Friday:  9 am – 4 pm
Sat: 10 am – 2 pm
Contact:
email: visualarts@hcaf.com
www.hcaf.com

Rosanne Thrall - Visual Arts Director

WINNERS OF 2016 
LEGENDS & LORE JURIED SHOW

Keith Anderson | 2nd place | Metal
" Striding Crane"
Phyllis Garey | 1st place |Mixed-Media
"Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil"
Carol Tate - 3rd place  | Painting
"Intertwined and Interdependent"
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7794 County Road 271, Mico, Texas 78056
830.751.2160 * www.dancingbearcantina.com

DANCING BEAR 
CANTINA

Overlooking Beautiful
Medina Lake

A MUSIC DESTINATION SPOT AND DAILY GETAWAY TO RELAX! 
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Fresh cuts of the Finest Beef, Pork, and Chicken.



5814 TX-27, Center Point, TX

JUST ANOTHER DAY 
IN PARADISE

 Cantina 
Grii

      Live Music 
Special Events

Serving Your Favorite 
Island Cocktails 



Vanderpool, Texas 
830. 996-3568

LOST MAPLES

GROCERIES
GAS * ICE * FREE WIFI

RV & CAMPING

820 Water Street
Kerrville, Texas
830-895-2414

Find Us On fb Click “LIKE”

SUNRISE ANTIQUE MALL
www.sunriseantiquemall.webs.com

(830) 751-3400  -  9742 FM-1283
Lakehills, TX 78063 - 4waybarandgrill.com

GOOD food, COLD beer, 
FULL bar & LIVE music!
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Hidden in the hills of the western Hill 
Country is a natural gem that attracts 
thousands of people each year. Lost 
Maples State Park is reknowned for it’s 
natural beauty, especially every fall when 
the maple trees and Texas red oaks turn 
color.
 Lost Maples has actually been 
popular for centuries - the area was home 
to a large population of Indian tribes 
including Apache, Lipan Apache and 
Comanche tribes which threatened the 
region well into the 19th century.
 The park showcases the best in 
Edwards Plateau plant and wildlife, with 
all kinds of terrain ranging from limestone 
canyons, clear streams and springs and 
wooded slopes. Bird watchers will delight 
in the abundance of species including the 
green kingfisher, the endangered black-
capped vireo and golden-cheeked warblers 
who nest and feed in the park spring and 
summer.

 As you stroll along the creek, the 
shoreline is bathed in red, gold, yellow and 
green - a wonderland for photo buffs looking 
for some great shots of some of Texas’ most 
beautiful scenary.
 There are hiking trails for every level 
of fitness, from a short stroll down the creek to 
longer hikes up into the hillsides. 
 The park offers a wide variety of 
outdoor activities including picnicking, 
camping, backpacking, sightseeing, hiking, 
photography, bird watching, fishing, 
swimming and nature study.
 For overnight guests, the park offers 
two types of camping sites - 40 primitive 
hike-in camping sites ($10) and 30 campsites 
with both water and electricity ($20) . In 
the fall these sites fill quickly so make your 
reservations as early as possible.
 

Lost Maples State Natural Area
37221 F.M. 187, Vanderpool, TX 78885

(830) 966-3413









HUNTERS WEEKEND
Nov. 4th, 5th, & 6th
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 I’ve always loved fall. 
 It’s not just the cooler tempera-
tures, or the wonderful colors. Here in south 
central Texas those cooler temperatures are 
still many weeks away, so we try to pretend 
the change from triple digit temps is no big 
deal, even if it is. And if the color is softer 
and later than our northern neighbors enjoy, 
it’s better than the way I tracked the change 
of seasons in Florida. If sea lice were creating 
havoc in the ocean and vultures were back 
on the road kill, we knew it was fall in south 
Florida.
 My love of fall isn’t even just the 
fun of Halloween, although dressing up as 
a witch pleases the heck out of me. Nor is it 
just the promise of families gathered ‘round 
a Thanksgiving table or an ornament covered 
Christmas tree. Well, okay, it’s partly that, 
too. Who doesn’t love staggering away from 
a tryptophan laden dinner and passing out 
watching football or another rerun of The 
Sound of Music?  
 Even more than spring (at least 
for me), fall is all about anticipation. When 
is that first cool morning going to breathe a 
blessing on the day? When will the first hint 
of color tint the hills pale orange and gold? 
What goodies will the kids bring home in the 
trick or treat bags? The menu for Thanks-
giving is never a surprise, but at my house, 
the number of people around the dinner 
table often is. And I still get all giddy about 
Christmas Eve when my family traditionally 
opens our gifts. The giddiness could also be 
explained by my personal tradition of sip-
ping champagne throughout the evening, but 
I prefer to see it as “visions of sugar plums” 
and all the gifts on my Christmas list.
Here in Bandera there’s plenty to anticipate, 
too.  
 Pumpkins show up at local stores 
and pumpkin patches where you can pick up 
as many as you can carry and carve. Hunters 

Weekend marks the start of the season with big 
bands, the big barbecue and big fun. Sometime 
around Thanksgiving, the courthouse Christmas 
display appears with its unapologetically religious 
Nativity standing side-by-side with cowboys, 
cattle and snowmen. Shopkeepers put up their 
own Christmas lights in anticipation of “Shoppers 
Jubilee” – a festive night of shopping in town. Pa-
rades honor veterans in November and Christmas 
– complete with Santa - in December. Riverfront 
Park comes alive with a light show all its own, well 
worth a slow stroll to fully appreciate it all.
 Something - or someone - also shows up 
in the fall. Our “Winter Texans” begin to trickle 
in, fleeing the potentially frozen northlands for the 
comparative warmth of Texas. As much as they 
happily anticipate coming to Texas for the winter, 
I happily anticipate their arrival and welcoming 
them like old friends and family. After all, whether 
you are a native Texan, a transplant or a part time 
winter visitor, we’re all here for the same reason. 
We love the Texas Hill Country! There’s so much to 
do and enjoy in “them thar hills” for everyone. 
 Yes, for me, fall is the best time of the 
year. I can’t wait to dust off the witch’s hat, feel a 
chill in the air, pick out another turkey, see the 
Christmas lights go up, and say, “Welcome back!” 
to the RV crowd. There’s a lot to anticipate and love 
about fall in the Hill Country. Enjoy every minute!
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Yes, I interviewed women in Texas music, 
a project that led to a book with UT Press in 
2007, Women in Texas Music:  Stories and 
Songs. This weekend, August 12-14, I was 
invited by the indomitable Terri Hendrix to 
present a workshop on creativity for her third 
annual women’s retreat with OYOU, the foun-
dation Terri started 3 years ago. The theme of 
my life seems to be found as I watch grand-
mother spider weave a web outside my kitch-
en window, everything connects. A fragile 
and strong web for sure. 
 I walked into the retreat at Onion 
Creek Kitchens at Juniper Farm in Dripping 
Springs (a spectacular place), and after greet-
ing Terri, I met a very compelling and quiet 
young woman named Heather Little. I knew 
she was scheduled for a Saturday night con-
cert so I was curious about her songs. As the 
retreat moved along though some small group 
sessions, I came to realize that Heather had 
a story of co-writing with Miranda Lambert 
and Kacey Musgraves, of getting a publishing 

deal in Nashville without pounding the pavement, 
of having her songs on the radio. Her children are 
her first priority, thus explaining her choice to live 
in Linddale, Texas, a piece of that East Texas story. 
They needed to be near their father.  As she shared 
her story, slowly, with many questions by me, I was 
suddenly emotionally moved by her vulnerability 
and…..something else. I began to wonder. 
 She co-wrote two songs performed by 
Miranda Lambert:  “Me and Charlie Talking,” and 
“Gunpower and Lead.” She talked to me about her 
difficulties, but she talked with a sense of hope and 
acceptance. We sat in the same yoga class together, 
a first time for her. I kept feeling very connected. 
Her songs create that as well. 
 The weekend for women included cre-
ating our own essential oil scent, gourmet simple 
meals together, yoga and meditation, and some 
creativity exercises led by me and by Terri. Then 
I had to leave (my son visiting me and we had a 
Texmaniac night planned), so I hugged all good-
bye and took the gift of a Cd from Heather, “Wings 
Like These,” a 2013 release. 
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 A brief tangent:  I had donated a schol-
arship to this retreat in the name of Laura Kather-
ine “Peanut” Burton, a teenage girl devoted to the 
arts, the daughter of my dear friend, Jackie, and a 
young women who left this earth way too soon it 
seems to me. June 26, 2016. 
 At the funeral service that was filled 
with stories and songs, I read that we could also 
donate to www.ownyourownuniverse.org in Pea-
nut’s honor. I did not know of any connection be-
tween these two people I loved, but donate I did. 
As I left the retreat, I was handed a thank you note 
from the unknown person I had sponsored with 
my donation. It was from Heather Little. Now how 
did that happen?
 I put in the CD, tears filling my eyes 
as I saw Heather walking down the road, and I 
stopped briefly to tell her the reason for my spon-
sorship. We both knew that a special connection, 
through the music, had taken place. 
 Now I listen to her songs with Peanut in 
my memory, her many visits to the THMF coffee-
house with her musical friends from school. I lis-
ten to her songs feeling some kind of connection 
in my world with vulnerability, creativity, women 
and love. The last song on the album is “Call Me 
Home,” and a favorite quote of mine is, “We are 
all walking each other home.” “The One” speaks 
to a special feeling we all want to have with some-
one special. She includes in her liner notes, “To 
the sweetest kids on Earth…every one of you is a 
blessing beyond my wildest dreams. I love you so 
much and I wouldn’t be me without you. You are 
my whole heart.”  That is the ongoing generosity 
and vulnerability you will hear around Heather 
Little. 
 Then I did some research, only to find 
an article by my dear friend Mary Jane Farmer on 
Little’s story written in 2015. I first met Mary Jane 
when I came to Kerrville to work for Rod Kenne-
dy, and she was his assistant. Everything connects.  
Terri Hendrix will play at the Texas Heritage Mu-
sic Day on Sept. 30 and She and Lloyd Maines will 
perform at the evening concert sponsored by Toy-
ota of Boerne at Schreiner University.
 Lee Duffy with Austin Songwriters 
Group will host a tribute to Merle Haggard and 
Jimmie Rodgers on Thursday, September 29 in the 
bar of the YO Hotel. Terri will show up too. Here’s 
to the women of Texas music and all they contrib-
ute to the beauty and courage in this world. 
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This year’s Olympics in Rio had special mean-
ing for me.  How exciting to cheer for and see 
someone on the medal podium I knew!  The last 
time I saw Katie Meili was the day after Christ-
mas, 2014.  We rang the doorbell and were greet-
ed by Karen my friend from Delta, and Rio the 
chocolate lab rescue dog.  Responding to Karen’s 
sweeping arm motion that the door was not for 
him, Rio retreated to a room with the lit tree 
and evidence of a family Christmas still under 
it.  Karen’s daughter, Katie appeared -- a slender, 
beautiful young woman with big brown eyes.    
She certainly wasn’t the little girl that I remem-
bered from my airlines days with her mom.  
 It was her older sister’s fault that Ka-
tie got involved in swimming.   Maureen broke 
her ankle on the trampoline she had for gym-
nastics.  First came a cast and then the ortho-
pedic specialist suggested joining a swimming 
team for her rehabilitation.  Karen was relieved; 
swimming was a much safer sport.  Typical of 
younger siblings, Katie tagged along – she want-
ed to do anything Maureen did!    Katie proved to 
be a natural once she got the hang of swimming.   
And with her ability, came classes and lots of 
hours of practice.  Karen chimed in, “Remember 
the place that wanted you there for 5:30am swim 
classes?!?!?”  She quickly followed with, “Oh sor-
ry, this is your interview…”  Katie smiled at the 
woman she knew had made lots of monetary and 

career sacrifices to help her “Dream big… Exe-
cute well. “
 The Columbia graduate who sat 
across the table from me was now a professional 
swimmer.  Her goal was to be in Rio in 2016, but 
that was a year and half away and she knew from 
experience, things can happen to delay a goal.  
Fate had already stepped in right before the 
2012 Olympic Trials.  During warmups while 
pushing off the wall, her hand got caught on an-
other swimmer.  “I think I hurt my hand.”  Sure 
enough, x-rays showed the bone had snapped.  
Katie displayed her right hand and described a 
piece inside.  "I held up my left arm with my Ti-
tanium rod showing through."  I knew without 
asking --- there had been no London Olympics 
for Katie.  

Katie’s face lit up when I asked about her college 
years.  “Columbia – I wanted East Coast.  It was a 
small school in a big city! “   Ivy League, just like 
her dad who went to Dartmouth.  She majored 
in Psychology and of course made her mark 
with swimming.  After graduating in 2013, she 
was invited to North Carolina to train at Swim-
MAC with David Marsh.   Once getting settled 
in, she worked part-time for Direct ChassisLink, 
Inc. who currently sponsors her.  
 The pool where she practices is also 
where NASCAR driver Jimmie Johnson swims.  
“Really?!?”  This racing enthusiast wanted more 
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details.  “He swims with us on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  I am in awe of him,” she responded.  
NASCAR sharing the same turf as some of the 
most elite swimmers in the world!  “You like any 
other sports?”  I asked.  “I like the Cowboys and 
Mavs…. and I’m a HUGE Red Sox fan.”  Bingo!  
Sox are my team too.  We shared high fives.  
 Fast forward to 2016.  Katie has been 
traveling the world competing as a pro-- winning 
titles and setting a record or two.   I had lunch 
with Karen in July.  Olympics Trials for Rio were 
coming up.  “I think she has a shot to make it,” 
Karen whispered.   Days later the text, “She made 
it!!”  And boy did she ever!!  I loved the media 
hype at Rio about the swimmer named Meili.  
“Where did she come from?” they were writing 
and saying.   They found out soon with the 100m 
Breaststroke.  In prelims, Katie tagged the wall 
right after Lilly King, also on the USA team.  In 
the finals, Katie was edged out nineteenth hun-
dreds of a second by silver medalist, Yulia Efimo-
va.   The Russian had previously failed two drug 
tests – don’t get me started!!
 Yes … the family dog, a chocolate lab 
named Rio and Katie Meili with an Olympic 
Bronze medal draped around her neck in Rio.  It’s 
only fitting.  

Bandera, Texas
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Our House BBQ, Ingram Loop, Tx

Cafe on  e Ridge, Kerrville, Tx
The Café at The Ridge Marketplace offers a place to share stories over a
glass of sweet tea and a chicken fried steak. All of their delicious heirloom
recipes are created using only fresh ingredients. Their award winning 
Wild Flour Bakery offers an abundance of treats to suit even the pickiest
sweet-tooth. All of the baked goods are made from scratch every day, using 
recipes that offer a peek into their own heritage.  Stop by The Artisan Pantry at 
The Café to browse the selection of gourmet food items. We make ALL baked The Café to browse the selection of gourmet food items. We make ALL baked 
goods in house,from cookies to hamburger buns! 
13439 S Ranch Road 783, Kerrville, TX 78028

Whether you just want some deli meats and cheese for lunch, a jerky 
snack, breakfast sausage, or a tender choice steak for grilling, Bandera 
Meat Market is the place to go. Owner Kirby Jones prides himself on 
keeping a wide variety of quality products on hand that he knows his 
customers want. In addition to his over-the-counter sales, they
also supply local restaurants and guest ranches. If you want to stock 
yyour freezer, go to the website BanderaMeatMarket.com and check 
out their Butcher Packs. 702B Main Street in Bandera 78003

Bandera Meat Market, Bandera, Tx
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If you would like to be included in our Menu Board,
“Where to Eat in the Hill Country” section, 

please contact Karyn @ (210) 316-2986

Chi-cho's is a place that features great salads, tacos, sandwiches, pasta plates, 
wraps and a selection for kids. Soups are made fresh daily. The ingredients 
are fresh, including the produce, and dishes are made from scratch. The 
Diablo burger is a favorite and the club!!!  Chef Juan Carlos Padilla, 
“Chicho” to his friends, and wife Norma Jean Padilla, treat all customers 
as if they were the only customer in the place, and cares about the quality.
241241 old Ingram loop. Ingram Texas

Chichh Cafe, Ingram, Tx



Jakes Bar & Grill, Pipe Creek, Tx

11th street cowboy bar,  Bandera, TX

Frio canyon motorcycle stop, leakey, TX

Lonestar  motorcycle  museum,  vanderpool, Tx

Dancing Bear Cantina, Mico Texas

The 11th Street Cowboy Bar is a world-famous destination for all 
brands of folks, from cowboys to cowgirls, bikers to business folk. 
They come for the good brew, top-tier live Country, Swing, and 
Southern Rock music.  Come park your Harley or ride up on your 
horse at the Biggest Little Bar in Texas.
307 11th Street Bandera, TX  11thstreetcowboybar.com

The Twisted Sisters have become three of the most popular 
roads in the State of Texas. The Frio Canyon Motorcycle Stop 
is just the place to begin (or end) your ride.  We’ve got plenty 
of great gear to choose from with new “Three Twisted Sisters” 
merchandise every season.  Enjoy one of the best damn burgers
you’ll ever have at the Bent Rim Grill. 657 West RR 337
Leakey, Texas 78873830 - 232 - 6629 Leakey, Texas 78873830 - 232 - 6629 

Dancing Bear Cantina is on the corner of 1283 and 271 in Mico, TX.  
Whether you are on your way to Rio Medina, Hondo or Bandera, it's 
an easy stop and has the most beautiful view of Medina Lake! Enjoy 
the view of Medina Lake from inside or outside on our deck! With 
a selection of over 50 beers, served ice cold, you'll enjoy the best Bear 
Burgers and other eats from our kitchen!  Sit back and relax watching 
the boats and sunset over Medina Lake.  We have great live music on the boats and sunset over Medina Lake.  We have great live music on 
the weekends and an open Jam every Thursday night. It is a destination 
stop to be seen! 7794 CR 271, Mico TX  dancingbearcantina.com

The LONE STAR MOTORCYCLE MUSEUM is located 
in the heart of the Texas Hill Country with beautiful 
motorcycling routes all around. They display a wonderful 
collection of machines from around the world dating from 
the 1910's to modern. 36517 Hwy 187, Vanderpool Texas
(830) 966-6103  www.lonestarmotorcyclemuseum.com

Beer, Backyard, and Italian Streetfood!  
Jake’s has BIKE NIGHTS every Thursday from 7pm-10pm 
offering drink specials and live music!  Big Guido’s is open 
daily serving NY Style pizzas, sandwiches hot wings & more!
RV spaces are also available. www.jakespipecreek.com 
12246 State Hwy 16 Pipe Creek, TX 
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Wow, the Hill Country has never looked 
so good!  The abundance of rain this year has 
made the Medina River, the jewel of Bandera, 
awesome.  Lots of new folks visiting City Park for 
a float down the river.  Never too late for a swim! 
Bandera is a small town, but we never lack for 
things to do!  Check out the Events Calendar at 
www.BanderaCowboyCapital.com.

 Every Saturday, for great family enter-
tainment, visit the Cowboys on Main program 
hosted by the BBA featuring chuck wagons, hors-
es, Longhorns, strolling singers and occasional 
snake oil salesmen.  Catch them between 1-4pm at 
the Visitor’s Center. Then  at noon and 2pm hur-
ry over to catch the Bandera Cattle Company gun 
show reenactments. 
 Starting on Friday September the 16th 
thru Sunday the 18th Biker Rallies of Texas pres-
ents Rumble on the River.  The three-day event 
held at Bandera's Mansfield Park consists of tent 
camping, a poker run, vendors, food, field events. 
The Rumble features music all day Friday and Sat-
urday, a bike show, tattoo contest and more! 
 Next big Festival in the fall is the 
annual Cajun Festival and Gumbo Cook-off 
on September 24th, held at the Lakehills Civic 
Center, this fun event celebrates everything 
Cajun!  All homemade Cajun food, dancing, 
arts and crafts, games, souvenirs.  Cajunfestival-
medinalake.com/ for more info.   

 On the way home stop in Medina 
and bring the kids for the 23rd Annual Great 
Hill Country Pumpkin Patch Time: Open 
every Saturday, Sunday and Monday in 
October.  10:00am to 4:00pm. Hayrides, hay 
bale maze, petting zoo, play an instrument 
in the Great Hill country Symphony, apple 
orchard tour, apple processing & cider making, 
pumpkin painting, storytelling and more. 
13558 State Hwy 16 North Medina, TX 78055 
800-449-0882
 On October 8th antique car fans 
should attend the Bandera American Legion 
Auxiliary Post 157 2nd Annual Open Car 
Show with proceeds to support local veterans 
& their families. 50/50 Raffle, Silent Auction, 
a DJ and much more! Registration 9am-noon. 
Pre-Show registration: $25. Day of Show: $30. 
Call Carol 817-733-2673 or Tracey 830-328-
1556 for more info.
 After the car show on October 
8th, mosey on over to Mansfield Park for the 
Tractor Pull and Dutch Oven Cook-off! Bring 
your lawn chair!  Fun time and good eats!

 October 15th at the Farm Country 
Club, you just can’t miss the Arthur Nagel 
Clinic’s 2nd Annual Cork ‘n Fork! Enjoy an 
evening of food, friends, music and fun. Music 
by The Almost Patsy Cline Band. Tastings 
from 20 restaurants, samples from 4 or more 
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vineyards. Live and silent auctions. Benefits 
Arthur Nagel Clinic. 
 October 29th much anticipated 
Annual Hunter’s Game Dinner and Dance 
will be at the Farm Country Club with 
music featured by the Ricky Adams Band.  
Sponsored by the Medina Volunteer Fire 
department.  Washer tournament begins 
at 2pm and dinner at 4:30pm and music at 
7:30pm. 
 On November 4th be sure to 
schedule in the 54th Annual Hunter’s BBQ 
sponsored by the Bandera Chamber of 
Commerce.  Held at the beautiful Antler Oaks 
Lodge, event starts at 3:30 with music by the 
Almost Patsy Cline Band, Dinner begins at 
4:30pm and a live auction and Texas Size Gun 
Raffle to boot! 
 November 12th save the date for 
Bandera Honors Veterans.  Event begins at 
9:00am on the Bandera Courthouse lawn with 
family displays and continues until 4:00pm. 
Music starts at 10:00am with the Official 
ceremony at 11:00 AM and parade at noon. 
Free BBQ sandwich lunch for veterans & their 
wives. Additional food available for purchase. 
See military displays, concessions, and more.
 December 2nd is a magical time for 
Bandera as we light the Christmas Trees on 
the court House lawn. Live Nativity, Caroling, 
Christmas Program at the Bandera County 
Court House. Shoppers Jubilee is a city wide 
Christmas open house for shoppers. On 
Saturday gather on the banks of the Medina 
River at City Park to enjoy amazing displays 
of Christmas lights & holiday vignettes. 
At dark the Bandera County Christian 
Fellowship presents a Living Nativity. Then 
gather around the campfire & chuck wagon 
for hot chocolate, coffee and cookies. Bring 
your lawn chair.  Yee Haw, Ya’ll! $3.75 each - Call for Bulk Pricing

(830) 688-6061

Goat Milk SOap

Bandera, Texas
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Texas Heritage Music Foundation

   free admission - open to the public - 
                   food & drink available

www.TexasHeritageMusic.org - 830-792-1945 - www.Schreiner.edu

Friday, September 30, 2016 9AM - 1:30PM
Robbins-Lewis Pavilion, Schreiner University - Kerrville, Texas

Line Up

Celebrate the Songs & Stories, the History & Heritage of Texas 

Over 50 Performers and Demonstrations

     Tribute to 
Jimmie Rodgers

9 AM - Gospel Music
10 AM -  Hispanic Heritage 
11 AM - Jimmie Rodgers Tribute & 
 Song Writers Music
12:30 PM - Schreiner Choir
  6:30 PM - Wine & Cheese Reception 
                    with Texas Public Radio
7:30 PM - Toyota of Boerne presents
     Terri Hendrix/ Lloyd Maines
 Texas Music Concert, Cailloux Activities Center

                      Thursday September 29, 2016
         Y.O. Ranch Hotel & Conference Center
                         Presents A Tribute to
              Merle Haggard & Jimmie Rodgers 
              @ 7 PM
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KERRVILLE
Kerrville Festivals

3876 Medina Highway, Kerrville, TX
(830) 257-3600

Texas Heritage Music Foundation
2100 Memorial Blvd,  Kerrville, Texas

(830) 792-1945

Cafe on the Ridge
13439 S Ranch Road 783, Kerrville, TX 

(830) 896-0420

Azul
202 Earl Garrett St, Kerrville, TX 

(830) 896-9338

Callioux Theater
910 Main Street, Kerrville, TX

(830) 896-9393

Ol Watering Hole
1109 Broadway, Kerrville, TX

 (830) 257-4653

Guadalupe River Club
1483 Junction Hwy, Kerrville, TX

(830) 896-3354

Inn of the Hills
1001 Junction Hwy, Kerrville, TX

(830) 895-5000

Headwaters Saloon
Hwy 783 Harper, TX

(830) 864-4055

1011 Bistro
1011 Bistro, 1011 Guadalupe, Kerrville, TX  

(830) 895-1169

BANDERA
11th Street Cowboy Bar
307 11th St, Bandera, TX

(830) 796-4849

Red Horse Saloon
2440 TX-16, Bandera, TX

(210) 209-7405

Arkey Blue’s Silver Dollar
308 Main Street, Bandera, TX

 (830) 796-8826

Flying L Ranch
Saturdays - Chuck Wagon Dinner & Show

PO Box 1959,  Bandera, TX

Jake’s
12246 TX-16, Pipe Creek, TX

 (830) 535-6699

Wildhorse Saloon
134 River Bend Rd, Bandera, TX (

 830) 796-9930

BOERNE/BLANCO
Soda Pops

103 North Main Street, Boerne, TX 
(830) 331-8799

Cave Without A Name
Frequent Concerts in the Cave
325 Kreutzberg Rd, Boerne, TX

(830) 537-4212

Blanco Riverside Bar
18 Main Street, Blanco, TX 78606, USA

(830) 833-0208

LIVE MUSIC
IN THE HILL COUNTRY
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COMFORT/WARING
Waring General Store

Live Music Wednesdays
544 Waring Welfare Rd, Waring, TX

(830) 995-4377

Cocky Rooster
7 US Hwy 87, Comfort, TX

(830) 996-5501

Tucan Jim’s
5814 Texas 27, Center Point, TX

(830) 634-2640

FREDERICKSBURG
Luckenbach

412 Luckenbach Town Loop
Fredericksburg, TX

(830) 997-3224

Crossroads Saloon and Steakhouse
305 W Main St, Fredericksberg, TX

(830) 992-3288

Hondo’s on Main
312 W. Main St. Fredericksburg, TX

(830)-997-1633

The Rockbox
109 N Llano St, Fredericksburg, TX

(830) 997-7625

Silver Creek
310 East Main Street, Fredericksburg, TX

(830) 990-4949

El Milagro Twenty Twelve
249 East Main Street, Fredericksburg, TX

Phone:(830) 307-3051

Auslander Restaurant
323 E Main St, Fredericksburg, TX

(830) 997-7714

INGRAM / HUNT
Crider’s Dancehall

2310 hwy 39 Hunt TX
(830) 238-4441

Roddy Tree Ranch
820 Texas 39 Ingram, TX

830-367-2871

The Hunt Store
1634 Highway 39, Hunt, TX

(830) 238-4410

NEW BRAUNFELS
GRUENE

Gruene Hall
1281 Gruene Rd, New Braunfels, TX

(830) 606-1281

River Road Icehouse
1791 Hueco Springs Loop, New Braunfels, TX

(830) 626-1335

Phoenix Saloon
193 W San Antonio St, New Braunfels, TX

(830) 643-1400

CONCAN/UVALDE

House Pasture Cattle Co
2 River Rd, Concan, TX 78838

(830) 232-6580

Lone Star Saloon
2429 Milam St, Uvalde, TX 78801

(830) 591-9191

LIVE MUSIC
IN THE HILL COUNTRY
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After a long hot summer, fall finally arrives 
like a welcome friend.  It brings with it the op-
portunity to get out once again in nature, visit 
new places, and enjoy outdoor activities.  Put 
on your comfy shoes, we’re going to explore 
some of my favorite hill country offerings!
 Idyllic and laid back Wimberley 
is home to century old cypress trees, Mount 
Baldy and The Devil's Backbone, and offers a 
perfect retreat for an autumn day.  Blue Hole 
Park is a great place for a fall picnic, a short 
hike, and for kids to play on the playground 
and shoot hoops.  Head to the visitors center 
afterwards to pick up a copy of the Boot Trail.  
Wimberley has 50 large boots hidden around 
town, and visitors love finding them and tak-
ing photos.  New on the restaurant scene in 
town is The Back Porch, where Chef Jay is 
serving up his mouth watering barbecue along 
Cypress Creek.  This is a great place to dine 
while enjoying all that nature has to offer!
 Autumn brings with it the perfect 
temperatures to visit Gruene.  You’ll love this 
former cotton gin town.  It suffered the hard-
ships of fire, the boll weevil and The Great 
Depression, and was shuttered until an archi-
tectural student stumbled upon it in 1974 and 
began the chain of events that put it on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.  
 Today it’s a thriving and charming 
community with quaint shops and restaurants, 
and of course Texas’ oldest dance hall, Gruene 
Hall.  Performances are still going strong at 
Gruene Hall, so bring your boots and enjoy 
a drink and a two-step with your partner.  
Gruene will be be hosting their annual Mu-
sic and Wine Festival October 6th - 9th.  This 
event will include live music, wine and beer 
tastings, local flavors, and unique handcraft-
ed items.  Also, be sure to check out Gruene 
Lake Village -- this newer area is home to The 
Gruene Door Restaurant, several good bou-
tiques, a wine bar, a cigar lounge, and a martini 
lounge.

 Neighboring New Braunfels has a 
lot to offer for the season, but perhaps none 
are quite as anticipated as Wurstfest which is 
held November 4th - 13th with plenty of au-
thentic German fare, beer, and live music.  If 
the chicken dance isn’t quite your thing, take 
a drive through the Natural Bridge Wildlife 
Ranch.  Kids love this place and will make 
plenty of four legged friends that come right 
up to the car window.  
 Also, Landa Park offers a beautiful 
setting where families can picnic or grill, hike, 
and toss a frisbee around.  Be sure to check out 
Texas’ oldest bakery, Naegelin's. They’ve been 
operating since 1868 and still use the original 
family recipes.  Try their Lebkuche or apple 
strudel.
 Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall, I truly 
love them all!  But there is something magi-
cal about fall's arrival after a long hot Texas 
summer.  Enjoy getting reaquainted with the 
beautiful scenery that Texas Hill Country has 
to offer!
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Summer season is a time of abundance.  
Family farms and gardens are producing 
an abundance of delicious foods.  We’re 
harvesting peaches, cantaloupe, watermelon, 
beans, carrots, peppers, cabbage; all sorts of 
wonderful foods.
 Only two generations ago, many 
of our Great-Grandparents, Grandparents, 
and our Mothers and Fathers gathered food 
from their gardens and preserved them at 
home for future use.  I recall observing three 
generations of family in the kitchen........the 
smells of fruits and vegetables cooking on the 
stove.  The awesome aromas of home-grown 
nutrition and laughter permeated the entire 
house.  These “canning days” were family and 
neighbor social events.  

 Today things are different for 
most people.  We have succumbed to the 
convenience of grocery stores with thousands 
of commercially prepared foods available 
for consumption.  Food is still relatively 
cheap, but prices are steadily rising.  Food 
quality and nutrition is seriously degraded.  
Commercially grown foods are produced at 
the lowest cost possible to yield the highest 
profits.  It’s all about money and stockholders 
profits.  I have recently read articles from 
reputable sources that predict a 400% rise 
in food costs within the next 18 months.  It 
is hard to believe I know........and I hope 
it doesn’t happen.  Bad quality, expensive 
foods are gross and create real hardships on 
families.
 If you have followed my articles in 
this and other publications, you have learned 
about depleted soils and how to correct them.  
You have learned about refortifying your soils 

to produce better and better quality, nutritional 
foods at home.   I would suggest that we go 
back to the “old ways” and start rebuilding our 
family cultures, and replenishing our pantries 
with high quality foods produced with love 
and care.
 Just for fun, here is an easy to 
prepare recipe which you can do today.  Invite 
family and friends to prepare it with you.......try 
it and let me know how it tastes.  Even better, 
let me know how much fun you had working 
together!

EASY HOME-MADE SAUERKRAUT

TOTAL TIME:
20 minutes active prep; about 4 weeks total 
fermentation.  Makes approximately 1 gallon.

INGREDIENTS
5 lbs shredded cabbage
2 tablespoons sea salt or pickling salt
1 tablespoon caraway seeds

DIRECTIONS:
1. In a large bowl mix cabbage with salt and 

caraway seeds.  Let stand for 10 minutes.
2. Pack cabbage mixture into a large glass 

food container ( 1 gallon glass jar, or 4 
quart jars ).  Top each jar with a quartered 
onion to fit inside the container(s) 
and to weigh down the cabbage so it is 
submerged in liquid.  Cover container 
with a paper towel and secure with a 
paper towel.

3. Place in a cool spot overnight.  Make sure 
Sauerkraut is completely submerged in 
liquid.  If not, just add enough salty water 
to submerge.  Check every other day and 
Skim off any scum forming on the surface 
(it’s harmless).

4. Let stand unrefrigerated for at least 4 
weeks then it is ready to eat. Serve and 
enjoy.  Stores in an airtight, refrigerated 
container or up to 6 months.

GARYPreserving Foods at Home...



Admission $10, Children under 12 FREE 
Music to get you Steppin' Arts, Crafts and Games! 
FUN for the whole family! Great Gumbo Cook-off!

 

Medina Lake

GOOD FOOD, GOOD TIME, GREAT FUN AND WONDERFUL MUSIC! 
CAJUN! ZYDECO! AND COUNTRY TOO!

SEPTEMBER 24TH 2016 11AM-10PM

Visit our web page for more info cajunfestival-medinalake.com

VISIT TEXASHEARTBEAT.COM FOR A CHANCE TO WIN FREE TICKETS!



ON THE BEAT

Randall Bramblet

Stan Morris

Tim Porter

Gary Jones

Mike Herrera

Walt Wilkins



WHo's Reading 
 HEART BEAT?

Ronnie LeathermanKinky Freidman

Johnny Bush Arkey Blue



 60    Heart Beat of the Texas Hill Country                        FALL 2016

 T.J. Smith wanted to put the “show” 
back into show business. So when Smith and 
his wife, Maria, opened the doors to TJ’s Dinner 
Show in Fredericksburg, the first thing they did 
was implement a dress code.

 “We want people to dress up, to create 
a sense of elegance,” said the singer, guitar player, 
comic, and “man of 150 voices.” “When we played 
country clubs, the people were always dressed 
up, and it seems they enjoyed the evening better. 
We miss seeing people dress up to go out.”
 Since venturing out with his own stage 
act after leaving the Rockbox Theater in 2014, 
Smith has developed his comedy and music to 
the point he can deliver a whole show. With his 
wife, Maria, filling in with her own impressions 
and cover songs, he presents a one-hour act that 
changes up at least every month. And as anyone 
who has watched him knows, his show moves 
quickly and includes three generations of the 
famous and the funny.
 His list of 150 impersonations is 
growing constantly, but just some of his stable 
of “stars” include old-time radio personalities 
Burns & Allen and Red Skelton; movie stars John 
Wayne, Jimmy Stewart, and Jack Nicholson; 
musicians Joe Cocker, Tom Jones, Ray Charles, 
Elvis, Garth Brooks, and every Beatle! Smith 
is an accomplished singer and guitarist, and 
adds sizzling licks to his tributes to Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix, and Carlos 
Santana.
 Some are just weird: who else does 

Kermit The Frog, Scooby-doo, Popeye, and Dr. 
Phil?
 He makes gentle jibes at politicians, 
with impressions of George Bush and Bill 
Clinton, and even current contenders.
 “I can do Trump, but he’s difficult,” 
Smith admitted. “I don’t do New Yorkers well.”
 The idea of running his own theater 
has long been a dream. When he found the 
venue on Highway Street, everything came 
together. Like many musicians, Smith is also 
handy with a hammer, so he built a stage and 
transformed the space into a nightclub style 
setting.
 “I’d been looking for my own theater 
for 15 years,” he said. Even when he was 
working in other venues, he never stopped 
looking all over the Hill Country. There were 
always issues with space, location, or the ability 
to serve alcohol. “Within a couple of hours of 
seeing this building, we thought that it felt 
right.”

 That “feel” is paramount to Smith. 
While he loves performing in large auditoriums 
and theaters, he wanted to create something 
more intimate.
 “We always wanted to do something 
different,” he said. “We want people who come 
to Fredericksburg to have one more unique 
experience. We’re really not really competing 
with anyone else in town; we are offering 
something unique.”

T.J. and Friends
Photos by Phil Houseal
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 Hence the dress code. It won’t be tux 
and tails. Just no flip-flops or t-shirts.
 “We’re saying, guys, you can do this! 
Put on a button-down shirt with a sport jacket. 
Ladies, do what you always do–out dress each 
other.”
 It seems to be working. After its first 
month, TJ's Dinner Show ranked the #1 Nightlife 
attraction; the #1 Dinner Theater; the #1 Comedy 
Club; and the #2 Concerts and Theater.
 Smith is already looking ahead. He 
plans to change out the show at least once a 
month, and may bring back a few of his “old 
cronies” as guest artists.
 “It will be a very unique dining 

SHWEIKI INSERT

experience in Fredericksburg,” he said. “You get 
to see a class show, some comedy, professional 
entertainment, and a wonderful meal. And...” he 
paused for emphasis. “You get to dress up.”
 TJ’s Dinner Show has performances 
on Fridays and Saturdays. Dinner provided by 
Delicious Details. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with 
serving at 7:00 p.m. and the show starting at 8:00 
p.m. Dinner and entertainment by reservation 
only. 

For more information:
tjsdinnershow.com
830 765 8271
info@tjsdinnershow.com
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In Texas, western swing has always been a 
thing, but it’s celebrated with extra enthusiasm 
in Greenville, where the third annual Bob Wills 
Fiddle Festival & Contest takes place Oct. 6-9, 
2016. 
 Among this year’s attractions are Asleep 
at the Wheel, Wills’ musical torchbearers, and 
The Time Jumpers, a western-swing supergroup 
featuring Vince Gill, Kenny Sears, “Ranger Doug” 
Green and Paul Franklin. The Wheel headlines an 
Oct. 7 Kenneth Threadgill Concert Series triple 
bill with Dale Watson and His Lone Stars and 
the Jason Roberts Band joined by Leon Rausch, 
Greenville’s very own living link to Bob Wills’ 
Texas Playboys. The Time Jumpers skip through 
musical history on Oct. 8, a month after the release 
of Kid Sister, recorded in honor of late member 
Dawn Sears. Both shows take place at the newly 
renovated Greenville Municipal Auditorium, 2821 
Washington St., Greenville, Texas.
 Tickets for the Oct. 7 show are $36 to 
$56; for the Oct. 8 show, tickets are $35 to $55. 
Both are available at showtimeatthegma.com, 
at the venue box office (open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekdays) or by calling 903.457.2994. Showtime is 
7:30 p.m. both nights. 
 Festival events also include the popular 
Bob Wills Fiddle Contest, free concerts, dances 
and other family-friendly activities honoring the 
father of western swing and his legendary Texas 
Playboys. 
 The celebration begins at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 6, with the Big Ball in G-Town, a 
dinner-dance and Bob Wills tribute at the Emerald 

Ballroom at Landon Winery, 2508 Lee St., 
with Carolyn Wills and Brett Bingham of the 
Bob Wills Heritage Foundation. Grammy-
winning former Asleep at the Wheel fiddler 
Jason Roberts and his band will perform. 
The Greenville Chamber of Commerce and 
Greenville Board of Development are co-
sponsoring the event; tickets are available at 
bobwillsfiddlefest.com.
 Friday’s concert opens with the 
Jason Roberts Band and Rausch, who sang 
with the Texas Playboys from 1958 to the early 
’60s, then returned in 1973 for Wills’ final 
album, For the Last Time. 
 “Ameripolitan” honky-tonker 
Watson, the 2007 Texas State Musician, even 
named his band, the Lonestars, after his 
favorite state. And his new album, Live At The 
Big T Roadhouse, Chicken S#!+ Bingo Sunday, 
reflects another quintessentially Texas aspect 
of his career: spending Sunday afternoons 
slingin’ songs while fans wager on where the 
fowl in question will deliver its … deposit. 
Austinite Watson owns the Big T, located in 
St. Hedwig, east of San Antonio. When he’s 
not presiding over bingo there or at Austin’s 
C-Boy’s, he’s on the road. 
 Perhaps no one has done more to 
keep the memory of Bob Wills alive than 
Asleep at the Wheel’s Ray Benson. In addition 
to recording three tribute albums — including 
2015’s Still the King: Celebrating the Music 
of Bob Wills and His Texas Playboys, which 
reached No. 11 on Billboard’s Top Country 
Albums chart — the 2004 Texas State Musician 
and nine-time Grammy winner developed the 
stage show A Ride with Bob. Like Roberts, 
many Wheel alums have gone on to form 
western swing bands, further spreading love of 
the genre Wills created. 
 Saturday events get underway 
at 10 a.m. with Bob Wills Fiddle Contest 
preliminaries at the Texan Theater, 2712 Lee 

THE BOB WILLS
FIDDLE FESTIVAL & CONTEST

By Jill McGuckin
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St. Play continues until 5 p.m. Admission is 
free. At 11:30 a.m., live music commences on 
Lee Street’s outdoor stage. Roberts’ band, the 
Cherokee Maidens (featuring original Dixie 
Chick Robin Macy) and the Tulsa Playboys 
will perform. The Playboys also will play a free 
dance starting at 9:30 p.m. at the Landmark on 
Lee Street, the former post office building at 
2929 Lee St., where World War II legend and 
movie star Audie Murphy enlisted in the Army. 
 Of course, Saturday night’s main 
event is the return of The Time Jumpers, who 
performed at the inaugural Bob Wills Fest in 
2014. They will, no doubt, play tracks from the 
Gill-produced album they’re releasing on Sept. 
9 in tribute to fallen singer Dawn Sears, wife of 
bandleader Kenny Sears. 
 Though Oklahoma native Gill is one of 
the most respected artists in country music, the 
Pure Prairie League alum and onetime Rodney 
Crowell sideman told Rolling Stone magazine 
that when he’s with the Time Jumpers, “I’m just 
one of the guitar players.” (And vocalists.) But 
no one in the Time Jumpers is a background 
player. They’re some of Nashville’s finest, who 
started getting together to jam nearly 18 years 
ago. Playing Monday nights at Nashville’s Station 
Inn, they quickly began filling the tiny bluegrass 
haunt, where they convened for 10 years before 
moving to the larger 3rd & Lindsley. With 
Franklin on steel guitar, Sears on vocals and 
fiddle and Green on vocals and acoustic rhythm 
guitar, they’ll likely jump through a menu of 
country, swing, jazz and pop standards — and 
any other offerings they might feel like cooking 
up. 
 Sunday, the festival wraps up with 
the fiddle contest finals at Greenville Municipal 
auditorium, starting at 11 a.m. and ending with 
some big “a-ha” moments, as Wills might have 
said, for the lucky winners.
 For more Bob Wills Fiddle Festival 
& Contest info, including lodging, visit 
bobwillsfiddlefest.com.  Find festival news at:
facebook.com/bobwillsfiddlefest
twitter.com/DTGreenvilleTX

Jill McGuckin
Jill McGuckin is a publicist and media 
consultant for a number of national and regional 
entertainers. You can reach Jill at:, 512.217.9404  
|  jill@mcguckinpr.com
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Land Stewardship – Bur Oaks
 It would be easy to belabor the idea of 
stocking rates (livestock carrying capacities) by 
writing on the same subject time after time. How-
ever, another aspect of Land Stewardship that is 
very related but has other ramifications is Water. 
Our state has recognized the importance of this 
commodity for years, and one of the results has 
been the Region J Water Planning Commission. 
Each year a revised version of the plan is published 
and made available to the members of the com-
mittee. This document appears to be at least two 
reams of paper thick and the script is front and 
back making it over 300 pages. Relating to this 
engineering study should provide material for as 
many notes as can be written.
 A specific insert relating to the city 
of Bandera reads “ City of Bandera Well No. 69-
24-202 shows a consistent decline from the l950s 
through the 1990s, with a total of approximately 
400 feet of water level decline. Most of the water 
withdrawn by Bandera public supply wells is pro-
duced from the Lower Trinity (Hosston) which 
receives very little vertical recharge and an unde-
termined amount of lateral underflow from the 
north and west of the well fields. Because of the 
continuous water-level decline in these well fields, 
the City should monitor levels to anticipate pro-
duction reductions.”
 An earlier article written regarding wells 
here on The Farm outlined similar declines in each 
of the three shallower aquifers. This reference from 
the Region J Plan simply emphasizes the condition 
of the water supply sources throughout the Hill 
Country. It appears that by drilling deeper wells 
more water may be available but recharge is slower, 
and as the supply is depleted more pipe and big-
ger pumps will be necessary. Since so much of the 
activity related to water use is currently under in-
dividual direction through the use of private wells, 
it is imperative that individuals become educated 
regarding the situation. Which scenario is scarier-- 
expecting individuals to acknowledge facts and do 

right by conserving or government control?
 Another goal of this set of notes 
is to point out some of  the best options for 
landscape planting so let's consider the very 
popular shade tree Bur Oak. According to 
Sally and Andy Wasowski in their “Native 
Texas Plants” “This wonderful oak appears 
to grow anywhere in the state. Bur Oak is 
drought-resistant, long lived, and reason-
ably fast growing for an oak.” 
 Howard Garrett in his “Texas 
Trees” “ It is probably my favorite shade tree 
and should be planted on any site where 
there is enough room.”
 Here on The Farm there are two 
beautiful specimens in front of the pavilion. 
These were planted in the spring of 1991 
as 6” bare root presents from the Bandera 
Electric Co-op. They are now over 60’ and  
truly attractive. Although both have done 
extremely well there are very noticeable dis-
tinctive differences. One has much darker 
leaves and bark than the other. This is not 
surprising since nothing is known about the 
parents of most plants grown from seed un-
der natural conditions. However, this seems 
to be an unusually pronounced trend in the 
Bur Oak species. 
 Other plants in the same area ap-
pear to exhibit more variation than most 
other species. This characteristic has been 
observed by several folks that have made 
multiple plantings of these trees. Perhaps 
(just a guess) the huge acorns contain more 
genetic material than others of the same 
family. One last point of fact is to not plant 
Bur Oaks where the limbs will extend over 
a roof. The acorns are golf ball size. It’s not a 
good idea to park cars under them when the 
acorns are falling.  
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For the complete schedule, 
visit banderacowboycapital.com 

& click events!

Light up your Holiday Spirit with

Cowboy Capital 
Christmas

Bandera
 1.800.364.3833
SHOP 

Enjoy our
Christmas Lights

on the river, 
Cowboys on Main, and

find that perfect
Christmas gift

during Shoppers Jubilee!during Shoppers Jubilee!

2016

December 2nd




